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126 Book Notices. [Feb., 

New Testament Morality. 

Landmarks of New Testament Morality. By the Rev. George Matheson, 
D.D. New York and Chicago: Fleming H. Revell. Price $1.75. 
This work, already published some years ago in England, well deserves the 
republication here which it has obtained through Mr. F. H. Revell. Every- 
thing that Matheson writes is brilliant, vigorous and informing ; and this book 
is well up among his writings in respect to these qualities. The aim is to pre- 
sent the distinctive and salient principles of the moral system which the New 
Testament contains. This is done in a series of fourteen chapters beginning 
with a presentation of the relations of Christian to pre-christian morals, taking 
up the motives of this morality, the Christian view of sin, Faith and Prayer as 
moral forces, Love and its Christian basis and power, Christ as the centre of 
morals and his absolute demand. The characteristic element in all that 
this author writes is what may be called the policy of mediation or reconcilia- 
tion. This is clearly seen in the present work in his exposition of the contents 
of Christian morals as including the best elements, the opposing elements, of 
other systems. He emphasizes the moral character of the act of Faith. He 
insists on a rational eudsemonism as the true Christian principle, whereby "a 
man may shine in being crucified and be crucified in the act of shining. " The 
principle of a "corporate perfection" is brought out as the real New Testa- 
ment doctrine of perfection, whereby " our perfection will be our union, " the 
individual finding his completeness in the whole and at the same time being 
glorified in his contribution to that corporate perfection. Heaven is the place 
of " spiritual commerce. " " Each is weak where his brother is strong ; each is 
strong where his brother is weak. Each gives to the other that special kind of 
riches in which the other is poor; and from the mutual interchange of strength 
there at length emerges a perfect Divine Republic. " It is evident that in me- 
diating views like these the essence of the Christian conception may be lost. 
We are sometimes suspicious that it has disappeared in these brilliant reason- 
ings of Dr. Matheson. The possibility of such a danger appears in a passage 
like the following: "To believe in Christ is a sign of moral goodness, because 
it is a belief in moral purity .... When a man said, I believe in Christ, he 
really said, and meant to say, I believe in the beauty of goodness, in the de- 
sirableness of purity, in the right of righteousness to be ultimately triumph- 
ant. " This tendency, however, is rarely seen in these pages. The book is 
stimulating in the best sense. Its expositions of 1 Corinthians, chapter thir- 
teen, and of the passage in 2 Peter, beginning with verse five — which occur in 
the course of this discussion — are admirable. No more helpful and interest- 
ing work on Christian morals and doctrine, in moderate compass, could be 
recommended to students and clergymen. 



